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" ... indigenous peoples teach us that there are other 
ways of being, other ways of thinking, other ways of 
orientating yourself on the Earth. And this is an 
idea, if you think about it, can only fill you with 
hope". 
Wade Davis - Cultures at the Far Edge of the World 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bL7vKOp0vKI &feature=channel 
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Barbier, 1987, p104 (after the Brundtland Commission) 
Maori have kaitiaki responsibilities to sustainably 
manage natural resources including indigenous forests 
They are often asked about their cultural values in relation to 
indigenous forests. 
The tools that are currently available are in the voice of 
western science so the indigenous voice often goes unheard 
The aim of this research is to develop a culturally-based 
monitoring tool which is based in te ao Maori but is also 
coherent to science and the wider comm1unity 
Culturally-based environmental monitoring (CBEM) is 
a range of contemporary and formal environmental 
monitoring regimes carried out by Maori groups from 
a cultural perspective. It includes frameworks, 
methods, tools, indicators, assessments as well as 
monitoring 
The main area of focus to date has been in the realm 
of Tangaroa, that is streams and rivers, marine and 
estuarine ecosystems 
Some recent work has taken place developing 
indicators specific to kauri forests in Northland 
My research involves the development of a kete whaihua 
(toolkit) to be used for the assessment and monitoring of the 
environmental health of a range of indigenous forest types, 
Land holders and Land uses from a Maori perspective 
The initial case study involves iwi and kaitiaki and their 
relationship with indigenous forests of the Motueka catchment 
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A process for developing a CBEM tool for NZ indigenous forests 
Vision f...,.,.WOIII, Hll>'ahi Malll'll rust Board (2004) 
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T raditional'god sticks' used in the past for rites and communication with 
atua kaitiaki {White 1887, p. 2) 
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Vision Framework, Hauraki Maori Trust Board (2004) 
Ranginui 
The sky father, immeasurable universe 
Tawhirimatea 
Atua of wind & 
air 
Haumiatiketike 
Atua of wild foods 
including fern roots 
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manu (birds) 
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Nga Atua Kaitiaki Framework, Tiakina te Taiao 
(2004, updated 2010) 
First -order or departmental nga atua kaitiaki framework 
Atua kaitiaki framework populated with examples of contemporary 
forest management issues 
Atua kaitiaki framework populated with examples of matauranga Maori 
{traditional ecological knowledge) 
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The one rends the net of the fishenn.an 
as'"" ot""r rends wood 
He kaka kai uta, he manga kai te moana 
The one rends the net of the fisherman 
as the other rends wood 
Atua kaitiaki framework populated with examples of integrated and 
scientific methods 
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Where to from here? 
Cultural indicators and a monitoring and assessment protocol are 
currently under development. They will be able to deliver the 
following: 
·Information on the mauri and well being of indigenous forests from 
an indigenous perspective. 
• Have relevance to international biodiversity agreements and national 
policy and legislation, 
• Have the flexibility to acknowledge, respect and accommodate 
diversity in iwi understanding. 
